
Optimum Quality of Life &

Autonomy

To To reachreach thisthis goalgoal

TogetherTogether withwith optimumoptimum qualityquality--ofof--lifelife and a and a 

maximummaximum of of autonomyautonomy, , independenceindependence and and 

selfself--determinationdetermination

forfor thethe elderlyelderly, , 

thethe followingfollowing aspectsaspects needneed to to bebe integrated:integrated:

IPA IPA SharedShared

InterestInterest Group  Group  

•• SocialSocial Workers Workers ••••••••

is a forumis a forum

to raise awareness of social work, to raise awareness of social work, 
social factors, social factors, social sciencesocial science relating to relating to 

geriatric mental health issues which geriatric mental health issues which 

aimsaims

to promote the mental health of theto promote the mental health of the

aged, aged, throughthrough the prevention,the prevention,

assessment, treatment andassessment, treatment and

rehabilitation of mental illness.rehabilitation of mental illness.

(see Bährer-Kohler, 2009/2010)

NetworksFinances

Living
Conditions

Daily 
Structure/
Work

��SelfSelf--helphelp

��Coping andCoping and

��Problem solving Problem solving 

capacitiescapacities

��Management of Management of 

resourcesresources

��IntegrationIntegration

��TransTrans--/Interaction/Interaction

��ParticipationParticipation

��Human rightsHuman rights

��National and National and 

international codes international codes 

of ethicsof ethics

��Social justiceSocial justice
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IPA IPA SharedShared

InterestInterest GroupGroup

(SIG)(SIG)

•••••••• SocialSocial Workers Workers ••••••••

Agenda 2009/2010Agenda 2009/2010

••A presentation on the Social Workers A presentation on the Social Workers 

SIG on the IPA website.SIG on the IPA website.

••A flyer describing the Social Workers A flyer describing the Social Workers 

SIG.SIG.

••A symposium on mental health and A symposium on mental health and 

social factors at one of the next IPA social factors at one of the next IPA 

events in Spain (Sept. 26events in Spain (Sept. 26--29 2010) or 29 2010) or 
TheThe Netherlands (Sept. 6Netherlands (Sept. 6--10 2011).10 2011).

••An article concerning the Social Workers An article concerning the Social Workers 

SIG in the SIG in the IPA BulletinIPA Bulletin..

ContactContact::

Dr. Sabine BDr. Sabine Bäährerhrer--KohlerKohler

IPA Board of DirectorsIPA Board of Directors

CoCo--Chair, Social Workers SIGChair, Social Workers SIG

EE--Mail: Mail: sabine.baehrer@datacomm.chsabine.baehrer@datacomm.ch
oror

membership@ipamembership@ipa--online.orgonline.org

www.ipawww.ipa--online.orgonline.org

An exciting opportunityAn exciting opportunity

It is an exciting opportunity to share It is an exciting opportunity to share 
unique perspectives and challenges unique perspectives and challenges 

with colleagues from everywhere in with colleagues from everywhere in 

the world.the world.

Strategies and activities will emerge to Strategies and activities will emerge to 

assist not only other social workers but assist not only other social workers but 

also our colleagues across disciplines also our colleagues across disciplines 

and, most importantly, older people and, most importantly, older people 

themselves.themselves.

IPA will facilitate the development of a IPA will facilitate the development of a 

network and communications structure network and communications structure 

which will support the sharing of which will support the sharing of 

experiences, information and experiences, information and 

knowledge as well as documenting knowledge as well as documenting 

professional social work. To ensure professional social work. To ensure 
that the Social Workers SIG is well that the Social Workers SIG is well 

organized we are looking for organized we are looking for 

colleagues from the discipline who are colleagues from the discipline who are 

willing to apply their expertise, willing to apply their expertise, 

enthusiasm, and organizational skills enthusiasm, and organizational skills 

to developing this SIG in cooperation to developing this SIG in cooperation 

with IPA.with IPA.

IPAIPA AnnualAnnual MembershipMembership FeeFee

Social Worker AnnualSocial Worker Annual MembershipMembership

Fees:Fees:

$$20 20 USD in C&D CountriesUSD in C&D Countries

$70 USD in A&B Countries$70 USD in A&B Countries


